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William Meyer, Efq; 
A N D 


Mary his Wife. 


I is worthy of Obſervation, that whenever a very re- 
markable Murder has been perpetrated, another almoſt 
as ſingularly horrid has immediately followed. Many 
Inflances of this Kind may be mentioned, but I ſhall 
paſs them all over, except the very cruel Murder 

committed by Miſs Blandy on ber Father, and. Miſs 

Jeffries an ber Uncle: theſe followed each other al- 

moſt as Cloſe as the Murder of Sir Theodoſius 

Boughton, and the unfortunate Subje of theſe Pages. 


BOUT nine in the morning Mr. Meyer was 
| brought into Court, when 'the Jury being 
worn, the inditment was read, and Mr. Lee, 


counſel for the proſecution, offered the merits . 
* the 
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227 | 
the caſe, with a recapitulation of the leading cir- 
cumſtances, obſerving with the greateſt humanity, 
that he barely did his duty, and wiſhed to preſs 
the facts no farther than the evidence of the wit- 
neſſes would warrant, which the Jury were to be the 


proper judges of, — C1 * 

| Mr. James Lambe, Under Sheriff of "the City 
of York, proved the ſealing of a writ, to arreſt 
William Meyer, Eſq; at the ſuit of Mr. James 


| Beckwith, of Knareſbrough ; which writ he. after- 
wards delivered to Mr, Francis Meggiſon, bne of 


rhe Serjeancs at Mace of that City. 


Mr. Chriſtopher Ackroyd, a ſubſcribing witneſs 
to the aſſignment of the writs unexecuted from the 


late Under-ſheriff to the preſent, / proved the re- 


gular ſigning and delivery thereof. 


Mr. Francis Meggiſon "depoſed, that on Wed- 
neſcay, October 18, about one o'clock, he went to 


the -houſe of Mr. Hawkins, in Micklegate,. York, 


(where Mr. Meyer then lodged ; he arreſted the 


Priſoner in his dining-room, and on \ tapping at 
the Window to Miles Bland, an aſſiſtant bailiff, whom 
he had left in the ſtreet;) he likewiſe went up ſtairs 
to Mr. Meyer's room. He ſhewed Mr. Meyer his 


authority for arreſting him, and Mr. Meyer read it 
twice. Mr. Meyer told him he would find bail, or 


pay the money before the writ was returnable. He 
(Meggiſon) left him in cuſtody of Bland, returned 
about five o'clock; the priſoner had with him two 
men, of the names of Burton and Allen, who had 


agreed to become bail; but on being informed of 


the nature thereof, they ſaid they would not he able 
to pay the money when due, and therefore the de- 
_——y ponent 


6 FH 

ponent refuſed their ſecurity. The priſoner then 
requeſted the witneſs to go early the next morning 
to Kirkhammerton, the ſeat of Mr. Meyer's father, 
to requeſt him to become bail, or ſend the money 
to diſcharge the debt and coſts, which the witneſs 
agreed to, Bland being obliged to attend ſome 
other bulineſs about ſix o'clock, left the houſe; the 
witneſs therefore brought John Marſhall and Joſeph 
Spinke, (whom he occafionally employed in matters 
4 this kind,) whom Mr. Meyer agreed ſhould ſtay 
with him all night. After drinking a glaſs of rum 
and water, the priſoner and witneſs ſhook hands, 
and the latter went to his own home. Between ten 
and eleven the ſame night, the maid-ſervant of the 
priſoner called up the deponent, ſaying, her miſtreſs 
begged he would come to their houſe, and bring 
aſſiſtance. He accordingly immediately went, and 
on going up Micklegate, ſaw Mrs. Meyer at the 
door of Mr. Hubback, ſurgeon. He found the de- 
- ceaſed Joſeph Spinke in an arm-chair, leaning his 
head upon his hand. Spinke told him, © He was 
a dead man, and deſired to be carried home, that 
he might die there. He accordingly was removed, 
and on .being queſtioned by the witneſs, informed 
him, “ That Mrs. Meyer brought a pair of piſtols, 
and, as he thought, laid them on a chair. He aſked 
her if they were charged? ſhe ſaid, No. Mr. 
Meyer ſaid they were charged, preſented the piſtol 
in his left hand, which miſſed fire, but that in his 
right hand went off, and ſnot him.“ He added, 
© he freely forgive them, as he hoped to be for- 

iven;“ but that he laid his death to their charge, 
or that ſhe was as bad as him, for ſhe brought the 
piſtols ; that the ſaid Joſeph Spinke languiſhed till 
the next morning, and then expire. 


Miles 
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8 Niles land corroborated the teſtimony of Mr. 
 Meggiſan reſpecting every tranſaction between the: 
hours of one and fix as above, at which time he leſt 


Mr. Mey 


er in cuſtody of. Marſhall and the de- 
ceaſed. | | | 


Jobn Marſhall depoſed, that he went to the 


lodgings, of Mr. Meyer with Meggiſon and Spinke 
they met Mrs. Meyer on the ſtairs, who ſaid, 
te they had better have raiſed all York to take care 
of Mr. Meyer; and added, ſhe did nat like the 
colour of Spinke's hair.” The witneſs corroborated 
Meggiſon's account of the refuſal of the bail, &c. 
that between the hours of fix and ſeven, they (that 
is, the deponent, the deceaſed, and priſoners) were 
left alone; that Mr, Meyer ordered: ſome bread, 
cheeſe, and ale; of the latter they bad three quarts. 
After they had been ſome time together, Mrs. 
Meyer went out, and a little after, à child (fon of 


the. priſoners) came into the room with a naked 
' ſword? Mr. Meyer, aſked: him, © why, he brought 


that foul thing?” and ordered him to take it away; 


they were good company and agreeable. Mr. 


Meyer and Joe, the deceaſed, bad a long conver- 
ſation reſpecting old done deeds ; the latter had been 


ſervant in the family of the former when both were 


boys. Mr. Meyer aſked the deceaſed; if he did 
not remember his having mounted him on the firſt 
horſe he ever rode, and having tied him thereon ? 
About ten o'clock the deponent and the deceaſed 


were at one table, the. priſaners at auother ;' he ob- 


ſerved them whiſper together, but could not tell 
what they ſaid; that Mis. Meyer left the room; 
preſently after Mr. Meyer rang the bell, and Mrs. 
Meyer immediately came in, went round the wit- 


neſs 


(#2 
neſs and Spinke to the farther ſide of the room, 
where Mr. Meyer then was. In her left hand ſhe 
brought a pair of piſtols concealed under her apron 
or gown. She then delivered them to her huſband, 
ſaying, © Here are your piſtols to fulfil your fooliſh 


” 


humour.” The witneſs remarked, © they were ugly 
playthings,” and aſked her if they were charged: 
She ſaid they were not. He aſked her again, and 
ſhe anſwered, upon her honour they were not.“ 
Mr. Meyer immediately ſaid, * Damn you, the) 
are charged Aiſmiſs the room immediately, * 
will ſnoot you.“ He replied, they would not leave 
the room, Mr. Meyer preſented the piſtol in his 
left-hand to him; it flaſhed in the pan; he was then 
running to ſeize him, and Joe, he thapght, was 
going to the door, when the other piſtol went off 
and ſhot him in the neck, on which he fell. The 
witneſs was quite ſober, and there was no ſcuffle till 
after. the viſtol was fired. He immediately, with 
his left-hand, ſeized Mr. Meyer, and threw him on 
the floor; then dragged him towards the deceaſed, 
who was making an odd kind of noiſe in his throat, 
looſed his cravat and ſhirt at the neck. Mrs. Meyer 
was in the room, but did not in the leaſt endeayour 
to reſcue or aſſiſt her huſband, . but exclaimed, 
Now, Mr. Meyer, you have done for yourſelf ;” 
that ſoine_ expreſſions of reproach paſſed between 
them. Soon after ſhe went out, and the ſurgeon, 
Mr. Meggiſon, &c. came in.—QOn his croſs-exami- 
nation, he ſwore he had never ſaid he was drunk, 
or that there was a ſcuffle, or that Mrs. Meyer had 
brought in the piſtols cocked. —The Judge ob- 
ſerved, (that before the Coroner he ſwore the did 
bring them in cocked,) he was uncertain whether 
ſhe did ſo, or whether Mr. Meyer cocked them; 
ſwore he had never ſaid he was uncertain 8 


8 610) 
the left- hand piſtol flaſhed or not: he had never 
ſaid he thought Mr. Meyer did not intend harm 
to either of them. | 


Hannah Sanderſon, ſervant to Mr. Meyer, when 
he lodged at Mr. Hawkins's, remembered his bein 
arreſted on October the 18th; recollected being in 
the dining room abour 10 o'clock, looking for fome- 
thing in a cheſt of drawers; heard Mr. Meyer ſay 
to her miſtreſs, Fetch me them things.“ She 
replied, © What things?” Did not hear bis anſwer. 
Her miſtreſs aſked, © Where are they?“ He replied, 
* In my box,” and gave her the key. Mrs. Meyer 
went out and returned immediately with a candle in 
one hand, and a pair of piſtols openly in the other, 
not at all covered. She laid them on the table. 
Marſhall obſerved they were pretty play things, and 
well ſettled (a provincial word for cleaned.) Her 
maſter ordered them three times to quit the room, 
and her miſtreſs faid, © Do, Joe, leave the room.” 


Mrs. Meyer ordered her to go for Mr. Meggiſon, 
and to bring affiſtance. As ſhe went down ſtairs, 


the heard a noiſe like fighting or ſtruggling. She 
went to the outer door, and found it locked, heard 
a piſtol go off, and on returning up ſtairs, met 
her miſtreſs, who exclaimed. * By the Lord God, 
here is a man killed.” On going into the room, 
the deceaſed was laying at the end of the room far- 


theſt from the door. 


Mr. Anthony Hubback, ſurgeon, depoſed, that 
he was fetched on the 18th of October, to the de- 
ceaſed, by Mrs. Meyer; on examining his neck, 


he found that a ball had entered the left fide there- 


of, and gone through the windpipe ; that he im- 
mediately pronounced the wound to be mortal, 
and 


GC. 8 


and is certain it was the cauſe of Spinke's death. 
That Mr. Meyer ordered ſome perſon to run for 
Mr. Favel (another ſurgeon) recollects he ſaid, 
« Did not I tell you, if you did not quit the room, 
you might he ſhot?” That the deceaſed deſired the 
witneſs to ſtay with him, which ke did till 6 o'clock 
next morning, when Spinke died. He ſaw Mar- 
ſhall, the other bailiff, and is of opinion he was 


drunk. 


Charity Bradſhaw, nurſe to Mrs. Meggiſon, de- 
poſed, that ſhe attended Spinke till his death; 
that he informed her before this affair happened, 
they were good company ; that Mrs. Meyer brought 
the piſtols, and laid them in the chair; Mr. Meyer 
took them up; that the piſtol in Mr. Meyer's left 
hand flaſhed in the pan ; that he, Spinke, was then 
riſing from his chair to go towards Mr. Meyer, 
when the other piſtol went off, and ſhot him in the 
neck; that he forgave them both, but laid his 


death to their charge. 


The evidence on the part of the Crown now 
cloſed, | 


" The Prisoner's Defence. 


John Holmes, gamekeeper to the priſoner's fa- 
ther, ſwore he was at York about three werks 
before this unfortunate affair happened. The pri- 
ſoner gave him thoſe piſtols our of his box, with 
orders to clean and draw them; he accordingly did 
clean them, but being in haſte to return to Kirk- 
hammerton, negle&ed drawing the charge from 


them, and put them again into Mr. Meyer's 
box. | 


Sarah Hubie lodged in the houſe of Mr. Haw- 
kins on the 18th of October laſt, was in the room 
oppoſite Mr. Meyer's dining room, between 9 and 
10 o'clock that night, heard a great ſtruggling or 
fighting, and preſently afterwards the report of a 
piſtol, went immediately into Mr. Meyer's room, 
and found Spinke lying wounded. at the end there- 
of, fartheſt from the door. 


Thomas Froome (whiteſmith in York) was in a 
public houſe on the 19th of October, with the wit- 
neſs Marſhal], and enquired of him the particulars 
of this tranſaction, Marſhall informed him he was 
in liquor, © having had plenty of drink.” He 
ſhewed this witneſs the piſtols, and told him © the 
flint in Mr. Meyer's left hand ftruck a ſpark.” 


The 


-- 
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The Reverend Mr. Coates depoſed, that he had 
twice ſcen the witneſs Marſhall; the firſt time about 
feven weeks ago, at the country ſeat of the priſoner's 
father, and he knew he came thither with an in- 
tention of being hribed to ſuppreſs his evidence, 
Mr. Meck, (Mr. Meyer's father) would not fee 
him; this witnels therefore went to ſpeak tu bim, 
and enquired his buſineſs; Marſhall ſaid he wanted 
11. 14s. 6d. to pay his rent, That one man had 
already loſt his life, and that he fancied Mr, Meek 
would reward him for ſaving his fon. Mr. Coates 
informed him Mr. Meek would not ſee him, and 
wiſhed, him to ſpeak the truth only, nor would 
he give nim the leaſt conſideration to make him 


forſwear himſelf, About a fortnight after this, 


Mr. Coates was defired by Mr. Breare, folicitor 
for the priſoner, to meet him and Marſhall at the 
Sandhill, (a tavern) in Collier-gate, York, to come 
at a true ſtate of this unfortunate tranſaction; they 
accordingly met, and Mr. Hamilton, of the Bowl- 
ing-green-houſe, Bootham-bar, York, was alſo pre- 
ſent, Mr. Breare told Marſhall, that he was ſo- 
licitor for Mr. Meyer, and wiſhed to have an account 
from him of this affair; cautioned him to ſpeak the 
truth, and only che truth. Marſhall then faid, when 
this unhappy buſineſs happened he was in liquor, 
that Mrs. Meyer brought in the piſtols, and Mr. 
Meyer began playing with them, and throwing 
them about. He did not think the left hand 
iſtol Alaſhed, nor was it pointed at him; that 
1 threatened to take che piſtols from Mr. 
Meyer; that a ſcuffle enſued between them, and 
the right-hand piſtol went off; that he did not 
believe Mr. Meyer had any intention to hurt either 
of them. Mr. Coates farther ſaid, no promiſes 
were made to Marſhall, and that he was repeatedly 
deſired 


( 14 ) | 

defired to ſay nothing but what was true. The wit- 
neſs, Mr. Coates, had been acquainted with the 
priſoner above twenty years. He always thought 
him a man of humane diſpoſition : Knew ſeveral 
benevolent actions he had performed, particularly 
to the unfortunate deceaſed, having relieved him 
when 1n priſon, &c. | 


Mr. John Hamilton (keeps the Bowling-green- 
houſe, without Bootham Bar, York,) has long known 
the witneſs, Marſhall, and frequently ſpoke to 
him relative to the diſagreeable ſubject of the 
preſent trial. Marſhall told him he would ſup- 
preſs his evidence, on condition of receiving twenty 
pounds, and an annuity of five pounds for him- 
ſelf and wife. That Marſhall went with him to 
the Sand-hill, Colliergate, to, meet Mr. Coates and 
Mr. Breare, and then gave a ſimilar account to that 
related by Mr. Coates, of what paſſed at that meet- 
ing. That they never made Marſhall any promiſes, 
but always told him, Mr. Meek would not give 
him aughr.---Marſball being again called jnto Court, 
and confronted with the two laſt witneſſes, owned 
that he did go to Mr. Meek's country-houſe, in con 
ſequence of a man {whoſe name he did not know) 
telling him the houſe-keeper wiſhed to ſpeak with 
him. He ſaw Mr. Coates, but had totally forgot 
every thing that paſſed between them. Art laſt, 
however, he recollected having aſked for the guinea 
and half, mentioned by Mr. Coates, but poſitively 
ſwore he had never named -to Mr. Hamilton, or 
any other perſon, the twenty pounds, or annulty, 
which Mr. Hamilton ſaid he expected. He ac- 
knowledged he went to the Sand-hill, and what he 
had there ſaid was by the direction of Mr. Hamil- 


ton, who told him, he muſt ſay ſo, and ſo, Mr. 
Coates 


( 15 ) 
Coates and Mr. Breare had not made him any pro- 
miſes whatever. Mr. Hamilton abſolutely denied 
having deſired him to ſpeak any thing but the truth, 
and whatever he had ſaid was at his own option. 


Mr. Breare, on being engaged as ſolicitor for 
the priſoners, and. living forty miles from York, 
was deſirous of getting as much information as 
poſſible, and therefore requeſted Mr. Coates to 

accompany him to the Sand-hill, to meet Marſhall, 
not thinking it proper they ſhould be there alone. 
On Marſhall's entering the room, he (Breare) begged 
he would ſpeak the truth only, as Mr. Meek would 
not wiſh his ſon to be acquitted by means of his 
giving falſe evidence. He then corroborated the 
teſtimonies of Mr. Coates and Mr. Hamilton, as 
to every particular which paſſed at that meeting, 
adding, © as I came to the Court this morning, 
Marſhall called after me---1 will not ſwear any thing 
that ſhall affect the priſoner's life---But as I knew 
he was a bad man, I would not have aught to ſay to 
him.“ | | 


Mrs. Todd, Miſs Harriſon, and Mrs. Hawkins, 
ſeverally appeared to the character of Mrs. Meyer 
---had known her ſome time---ſhe had always behaved 
extremely well, and with great humanity. 


W. T. Jollifle, Eſq; had known Mr. Meyer above 
twenty years, had been ſeveral times in his com- 
pany, when he always behaved like a gentleman, 
and appeared of a humane diſpoſition. 


T. Place, Eſq; and the Rev. Mr. Prefton, were 
at ſchool with the priſoner, when he conſidered him 


a good- 
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a good-tempered young man, and had never ob- 
ſerved in him the leaſt propenſity to inhumanity. 


The evidence on both ſides being ended, the- 


Judge proceeded to ſum up the particulars of the 


whole, in a clear concile manner, explaining and 

wing his opinion upon every difficulc point, both 
— and againſt the priſoners, wherein he imagined 
the Jury wiſhed to receive information. He ob- 
ſetved, that little came out in the courſe of the trial 
which could effect Mrs. Meyer, ſhe ſeeming to be 
an innocent inftrumeat in the fatal affair, indeed. 
her conduct in the latter part of it indicated her 
concern and wiſh, that it had not happened. In 
reſpect to Marſhall's evidence, he declared, it ap- 


— ſo contradictory, that very little ſtreſs could 


laid upon it, unleſs when ſupported by other 
witneſſes, nevertheleſs the facts upon the whole ap- 
peared ſo ſtrong againſt him, eſpecially as the firſt 
piſtol flaſhed in the pan, that there was little pro- 
bability of his not knowing they were charged, con- 
ſequently that he was guilty. 99 


When the charge was ended, the Jury withdrew 
for about three quarters of an hour, and then re- 
turned a verdict---Mr. Meyer, Guilty ; Mrs. Meyer, 
Not Guilty.---She was therefore immediately diſ- 
charged the Court, after which the Judge proceeded 
to pals ſentence. He reminded Mr. Meyer, that 


on his firſt coming to town, and being made ac- 


quainted with the nature of his crime, he, as a 
friend, and urged by the dictates of humanity, 
adviſed him to make the beſt uſe of the ſhort time 
allotted him, there being very little-hopes of pro- 
longing it, therefore to prepare in the beſt manner 


for the approaching awful event; On this account 
he 
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he had delayed the trial till the lateſt moment. He 
was ſorry his caution was ' juſtified by the event. 
After a fair and impartial trial, his guilt Ky 


ſo evident, that the verdi& returned by the Jury 
muſt be approved by every impartial perſon. He 
then, in the moſt pathetic language painted the enor- 
mity of the ' offence, of which he had been con- 
victed; that he was ſoon to appear at the bar of an 
all- righteous, all ſeeing Judge, therefore earneſtly 
exhorted him to improve the few fleeting moments 
that remained, to make his peace and prepare for 
that great aceount- that diſagreeable as it was, he 


was obliged to proceed to the concluſion of his taſk, 
which was, to paſs the dreadful ſentence, © That 


«you William Meyer be taken from hence to the 


cc place from whence you came, and that you be 


C conveyed from thence to the place of execution 
* on Thurſday next the 22d inſtant, where you ſhall 
* be hung by the neck till you are dead; and that 
« your body be afterwards diſſected and anatomized, 
ec and the Lord have mercy upon your foul.” 


The Court was extremely crouded upon the oc- 


caſion, and the Judge's exhortation drew tears from 


many, eſpecially from the fair ſex. The trial laſted 
ſeven hours and a half, from nine o'clock in the 
morning until half paſt four in the afternoon. 


© Counſel for the Crown, Meff. Lee, Withers, and 


Sinclair. 


Counſel for the priſoner, Meſſ. Arden and Daven- 
Port. 


: 
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On Friday, 15 6; at half paſt two o'clock, | 
William Meyer, Eſq; was carried from the cit 
gaol in a mourning coach, (a hearſe — os 
to the place of execution, when. he was put into 4 
cart, and drawn under the gallows, where he re- 
mained upwards of an hour and ten minutes, He | 
ſpoke, for; n ang time. to ge. Under Heck, who. | 
attended, and o | 


ten addreſſed the numerous crowd 
of ſpeCtators, declared the innocence of his inten- ö 

tion to murder; that he had no ill-will to the de- ; 
ceaſed; on the contrary, had rather a regard for 2 | 
him, as an old ſervant in the family; ſeverely. ac- 
cuſed his wife, blamed her much; ſpoke of the | 
hardſhip of his ſentence, that though it might be 
called law, it could not ſtrictly be termed juſtice ; 
mentioned many inſignificant family affairs, and 
ſeemed to endeavour to trifle away the time, as 
much as poſſible. The clergyman who officiated, 
ſeveral times put him in mind of his duty, and 
ſtrove to recall his attention to its proper object, 
the tremendous ſcene before him. Upon the whole 
his behaviour was ſteady and compoſed, but wanted 
feeling. He did not ſeem to have that "_ 
ſenle of the crime he had committed, or his preſent 
awful condition, ſo eſſentially neceſſary to repent- 
ance, and ſtrove rather to blame others than hime _ 
ſelf. After indulging . him in the higheſt degree 

in reſpect to time, and every thing he could ay, 
ge was launched into eternity, to the laſt preſerving - 
that compoſure, and declaring the innocence of his. 


intention. | 


. 


